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have been wicked all my day, but I never thought a little girl like you would ever be able to melt me
and end my wicked deeds. Look out—here I go!” (p. 86)
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When Dorothy stood in the doorway and looked around, she could see nothing but the great
gray prairie on every side. Not a tree nor a house broke the broad sweep of flat country that
reached the edge of the sky in all directions. The sun had baked the plowed land into a gray
mass, with little cracks running through it. Even the grass was not green, for the sun had
burned the tops of the long blades until they were the same gray color to be seen everywhere.
Once the house had been painted, but the sun blistered the rains washed it away, and now the

house was all dull and gray as everything else. (p.1)
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It was so wonderful to be there, safe at home, sheltered from the winds and the cold. Laura

thought that this must be a little bit like Heaven, where the weary are at rest. She could not

imagine that Heaven was better than being where she was, slowly growing warm and

comfortable, sipping the hot sweet ginger tea, seeing Ma, and Grace, and Pa and Carrie, and
Mary all enjoying their own cups of it and hearing the storm that could not touch them here.

(The Long Winter, p.94) (THRTEZICL S)
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The little pieces of meat, lean and fat, that had been cut off the large pieces, Ma chopped and

chopped until it was all chopped fine. She seasoned it with salt and pepper and with dried sage
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leaves from the garden. Then with her hands she tossed and turned it into balls. She put the
balls in a pan out in the shed, where they would freeze and be good to eat all winter. That was

the sausage. (The Little House in the Big Woods, p. 18)
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There were no more lessons. There was nothing in the world but cold and dark and work
and coarse brown bread and winds blowing. The storm was always there, outside the walls,
waiting sometimes, then pouncing, shaking the house, roaring, snarling, and screaming in rage.

Out of bed in the morning to hurry down and dress by the fire. Then work all day to crawl
into a cold bed at night and fall asleep as soon as she[Laura] grew warm. The winter had

lasted so long. Tt would never end. (The Long Winter, p. 309)
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snow drifted around it and the wind crying because it could not get in by the fire.” (The Little
House in the Big Woods, p.44)
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